CROMWELL

2476

CROMWELL

Cromwell was dispatched in Au- the legislation required for the
ffust In six months he had com- restoration of order. Cromwell
pletely crushed all resistance, dissolved it at the end of nve
chiefly by the storming of Drog- months (Jan. 22, 1655) and
heda, Sept. ll, 1649, and the placed the country, divided into
massacre of its 2,500 inhabitants,
and the slaughter of 2,000 at
Wexfprd, Oct. 11. No mercy was
shown by Cromwell and Tiis troops
to anyone who was in arms, or to
Roman Catholic priests, and his
severities, in especial his resolution
to prohibit utterly all pujblic prac-
tice of the Roman Catholic religion,
made his name for ever execrable
to the Irish.

Cromwell returned to England
in May, 1650, to find that the
danger point had shifted to Scot-
land. If Scotland would not be
persuaded she must be coerced.
Fairfax declined the task, and Crom-
well was appointed lord general in
his place. He routed the Scots
army at Dunbar, but the victory
did not bring Scotland under his
control; so in the next year, 1651,
he moved upon Perth, leaving the
way to England uncovered. The
Scots, accompanied by the young
king, invaded England. Cromwell
pursued, and on Sept. 3 the
invading army was crushed at
Worcester. From that moment
Cromwell was decisively the- fore-
most man in England,

But he was not, and did not at-
tempt to be, the head of the
government. The Rump, not by
his direction, plunged the country
into the Dutch war in 1652, besides
treating cavaliers with a harshness
of which he disapproved. Crom-
well and the army were ill-satisfied
with a government which neglected
all promised reforms and threat-
ened to,turn itself into a permanent
oligarchy. When it endeavoured
to pass an Act for that purpose,
Cromwell came down to the House
with some files of musketeers, and
dismissed the few members of the
assembly, April 20, 1653.

Cromwell and the officers then
tried the experiment of summoning
the " assembly of nominees," com-
monly called the Little or Bare-
bones Parliament. Then the com-
mittee of officers drew up a con-
stitution, called the Instrument
of Government, which appointed
Cromwell "Lord Protector of the
Commonwealth ** of England, Scot-
land, and Ireland, with almost
unlimited, executive powers, and
provided for the summoning of an
elected legislature or parliament.

Cromwell was now for all practi-
cal purposes an autocrat The par-
liament, when it met in Sept., 1654,
fell to criticism and constitution
making, urging that the Pro-
tector was subordinate to parlia-
ment, instead of proceeding to
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eleven districts, under military
administration by major-generals.

In Aug., 1656, Cromwell sum-
moned his second parliament and
suspended the major-generals. In
March, 1657, this parliament
proposed a revision of the con-
stitution, and presented the Hum-
ble Petition and Advice, offering the
Protector the crown and reviving
the second House of Parliament.

Cromwell, not without reluctance,
but compelled by the sentiment
of the army, refused the crown,
while in other respects the pro-
posals were adopted. But when
the reconstructed parliament met
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again in Jan., 1658, it fell once
more to criticism and constitution
making, and Cromwell dissolved it
forthwith. This was the end of his
constitutional experiments.
The Protector's domestic govern-
ment was in practice entirely arbi-
trary. Beset by plots of revolu-
tionary anabaptists and royalists,
he established considerable liberty
of conscience, reorganized the
Church of England on Presby-
terian and Puritan lines, and put
down cock-fighting, horse-racing,
and duelling.
In his foreign policy it was Crom-
well's determination that England
should stand forth as the guardian
of Protestantism. To this end he
brought the Dutch war to a close
and attacked Spain, allying himself
with France as pledged byMazarin
to the principle of toleration. His
navies under Blake and his armies
in the Netherlands proved them-
selves the best sailors and soldiers
in the world.
Cromwell died at Whitehall on
Sept. 3, 1658, and his body after
embalmment was buried in West-
minster Abbey. After the Restora-
tion it was disinterred, hanged on
a gallows at Tyburn, Jan. 30,1661,
and, the head having been placed
on a pole in Westminster Hall, the
trunk was buried beneath the
gallows.
Cromwell perhaps saw himself
as an instrument of God ; he was
fairly humane ; direct and vigor-
ous of phrase ; a great leader of
troops. But in his politics some
discern opportunism rather than
cogent thought; and claim that
his work did no more than point
the way to settlement in 1689.
Of Cromweirs four sons only
Richard and Henry survived him.
Oliver died of small-pox when
twenty-one and Robert at eighteen.
He had four daughters. Bridget
married Henry Ireton and then
Charles Fleetwood; Elizabeth mar-
ried John Claypole ; feary mar-
ried Lord Fauconberg: and Frances
married Robert Rich and then Sir
John Russell, Bart. There are no
living descendants in the male line
but a large number in the female.
The Protector's widow survived
until Nov. 19, 1665.
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